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Research Study Reveals Department of Defense Organizations See Cloud Computing as 
Mission-Critical; Ninety-Six Percent Call for IT Modernization 

 
Eighty-Six Percent Believe the Failure to Modernize Legacy DoD Systems is Putting National Security in Jeopardy 

 
Alexandria, Va., July 10, 2018 – MeriTalk, a public-private partnership focused on improving the 

outcomes of government IT, today announced the results of its new report, “Innovation Imperative: 

The Drive to Modernize DoD.”  The study, underwritten by Amazon Web Services and Red Hat, 

surveyed 150 Department of Defense (DoD) IT decision makers to understand the state of their IT 

infrastructure and applications.   

The study confirmed that legacy IT is jeopardizing our national security.  Almost all (96 

percent) of DoD managers say their organization’s current technology solutions are in need of IT 

modernization, with the majority saying at least half of their systems are outdated.  Another 86 

percent say the failure to modernize legacy DoD systems is putting the security of our nation in 

jeopardy, and 83 percent say they are concerned about the potential of falling behind adversaries like 

China and Russia in their use of innovative technology. 

Along those lines, the study revealed DoD decision makers see the cloud as mission-critical.  

Eighty percent say their agency needs to improve the use of cloud to maintain the military’s 

technical advantage and support their mission success.  Those ahead of the cloud curve – the self-

described cloud innovators and early adopters – are more than four times as likely as cloud laggards 

to say they are very satisfied with their organization’s current technology solutions and their ability 

to quickly and securely enable their defense and or national security missions (53 percent to 11 

percent).   

 Despite initial progress, the study shows the DoD still has a long way to go on its journey to 

cloud.  The average DoD manager recommends moving more than 50 percent of their current on-

premise data to the cloud.  And, with successful cloud adoption, DoD sees cloud serving as a vital 

foundation for next-generation technologies, including: 

➢ Big data analytics (85 percent) 

➢ Electronic warfare (83 percent) 
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➢ Shared services (82 percent) 

As the study suggests, cloud is not the final destination – but it sets the foundation for 

necessary innovation, collaboration, and next-generation technologies like big data analytics, shared 

services, artificial intelligence, and electronic warfare.  Agencies must continue to keep their eyes on 

the road ahead and consider cloud in terms of broader IT modernization efforts government-wide.  

To download the full report, please visit: https://www.meritalk.com/study/innovation-imperative/. 

 

About MeriTalk 

The voice of tomorrow’s government today, MeriTalk is a public-private partnership 

focused on improving the outcomes of government IT.  Focusing on government’s hot-button 

issues, MeriTalk hosts Big Data Exchange, Cloud Computing Exchange, Cyber Security Exchange, 

and Data Center Exchange – platforms dedicated to supporting public-private dialogue and 

collaboration.  MeriTalk connects with an audience of 115,000 government community contacts.  

For more information, visit www.meritalk.com or follow us on Twitter, @MeriTalk.  MeriTalk is a 

300Brand organization. 
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